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Dear Neil Hamilton MS,  
 
Thank you for your email dated 15 August on behalf of the Newport Area Environment 
Group (NAEG) regarding their request that Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority 
(PCNPA) be directed not to adopt their replacement Local Development Plan (LDP) 
because it is unsatisfactory. Your constituent have requested use of intervention powers 
under Regulation 28 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Development Plan) (Wales) 
Regulations 2005 (as amended).  Your constituent sets out 4 reasons for seeking use of 
intervention powers and requests 4 modifications to the replacement LDP. Your email refers 
to the Welsh Ministers’ powers under Regulation 28 and section 65(1) and (4) of the 
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (PCPA) 2004. You have requested my comments 
and that due consideration be given to your constituent’s request that the LDP is not 
adopted as its stands but ‘called in’ so that further and due consideration can be given to 
the views of NEAG. 
 
The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and the Town and Country Planning 
(Local Development Plan) (Wales) Regulations 2005 (as amended) set out the statutory 
process within which LDPs are prepared. I note that PCNPA have followed the statutory 
plan preparation process, reaching the point where adoption of the plan is anticipated on 30 
September 2020. 
 
With regard to your constituent, NAEG, they have been involved in the plan preparation 
process throughout the statutory process. The group made representations to the deposit 
plan, along with submitting statements and appearing at several hearing sessions. The 
attachments to your constituent’s letter contain material they presented to the Inspector to 
support their position. The independent Inspector has considered all representations and 
evidence made through the statutory process, making recommendations in her report to 
PCNPA.  
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With regard to the four specific policy areas where NAEG are seeking modifications, I am 
content they have been made known through the statutory plan making process and have 
been considered by the appointed Inspector through a public examination and see no 
reason to intervene on this basis. 
 
With regard to the latest edition of Planning Policy Wales (Edition 10) being published after 
the deposit LDP was created, PPW was published prior to the examination (5 December 
2018). The appointed Inspector, through the public examination, considered the LDP in light 
of the latest national planning policy, PPW Edition 10. The Inspector makes specific 
reference confirming this point in paragraph 1.12 of her report. 
 
The Development Plan Manual (DPM) Edition 2 formed the basis to prepare the LDP. 
NAEG are correct in stating that the DPM Edition 3 was published in March 2020. This was 
after the hearing sessions closed. However, a draft version was available to PCNPA and 
circulated to all LPAs in October 2018. The draft version of the DPM Edition 3 was also 
considered by the Inspector through the examination process. The Inspector makes specific 
reference confirming this point in the ‘Non-Technical Summary’ of her report. 
 
Following the LDP examination and consideration of all the issues by the independently 
appointed Inspector, a 6 week consultation period for ‘Matters Arising Changes’ (MACs) to 
the plan was undertaken. PCPNAs MACs consultation ended (13 March 2020) in advance 
of the Welsh Government’s response to the Covid-19 virus. There were no travel/movement 
restrictions in place or accessibility issues to public buildings where the LDP documentation 
was available. Therefore, the LPA was in compliance with the Community Involvement 
Scheme (CIS) and the timetable in its published Delivery Agreement (DA). With regards to 
extending a consultation period this is discretionary on an LPA.  
 
The Ministerial Letter “Building Better Places” was issued 16 July 2020, following the 
closure of the examination, highlighting key aspects of planning policy set out in PPW 
Edition 10; it does not introduce new policy. As the LDP has been considered to be 
compliant with PPW Edition 10 by the Inspector it is therefore compliant with the Ministerial 
Letter “Building Better Places”, even though this was issued after the examination closed. 
 
Having considered all the issues raised by NAEG, I do not consider it appropriate to use 
Welsh Ministers’ intervention powers under section 65(1) or (4) of the PCPA 2004 as I 
consider the plan is satisfactory and able to be adopted. As a decision has been reached on 
use of powers under sections 65(1) and (4) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 
2004 it is unnecessary to issue a holding direction under Regulation 28 of The Town and 
Country Planning (Local Development Plan) (Wales) Regulations 2005 (as amended).   
 
Yours sincerely,   

 
Julie James AS/MS 
Y Gweinidog Tai a Llywodraeth Leol 
Minister for Housing and Local Government  


