
 NAEG C/o Yr Hen Felin Upper Bridge Street Newport SA42 0PL 

01239 820889 
To: Neil Hamilton MS Mid and West Wales                                                                                   10/09/20 

Dear Neil Hamilton 

Newport Area Environment Group (NAEG)’s request that Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority 

(PCNPA) be directed not to adopt their replacement Local Development Plan (LDP2 

Thank you for your email, forwarding a letter to you from Julie James, SM and Minister for Housing and Local 

Government. 

We are very grateful to you for doing what you felt you could to help us 

We should have realised, when you emailed on 14th August, saying that you would write to Ms James and ask that 

the whole situation be looked at carefully with a view to Welsh Government seeking to intervene, that it is obvious 

that Ms James would report that the process of LDP development by the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park had 

been carried out correctly, but that isn’t the point. 

As the letter (now attached) that we have written to Ms James explains, NAEG is not seeking government 

intervention, but the support of our elected representatives to see that constituents’ wishes are met by non-

adoption of the present replacement LDP. We are looking for a decision by the Senedd and not by Ms James as a 

Welsh Minister. 

We accept that it is difficult to obtain majority of Senedd Members’ support. 

However, as we point out to Ms James at the end of our letter, surely she herself can appreciate NAEG’s position and 

request - when a planning authority within her own constituency has already adopted the principal residence policy 

that we seek for one area which is suffering very similar problems such as very high levels of unoccupied housing 

throughout much of the year, coupled with exorbitant house prices, and exodus of the more aspirant young. 

Why is the policy achievable there, but not here? 

Several other things that we seek such as a reduced minimum number of houses per hectare to enable 

adequate SUDS and garden sizes in affordable housing, and a housing mix policy which meets the 

wellbeing needs of this and future generations, including for affordable housing, taking into account the 

needs of the elderly and disabled, improving space standards applied to affordable housing, specifying a 

high proportion of homes built to lifetime standards, providing for the needs of young aspiring families 

who otherwise leave, and encouraging and supporting self–build - are actually being written into our 

neighbouring planning authority’s (Pembrokeshire County Council’s) emerging Replacement LDP. Why in 

that LDP and not in the one for the next door planning authority? 

As for reinstatement of the Mixed Employment Allocation in Newport, our economy is tourism dependent. We have 

been badly hit by Covid as any other seaside town and we badly need to diversify to increase resilience. It doesn’t 

make sense to remove an allocation for mixed employment (Live work units) at this point in time. 

Thank you again for your kind interest and attention 

Yours Sincerely 

 

Sandra Bayes 

Secretary, Newport Area Environment Group 


