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2nd November 2011 
Dear Martina, 
Adopted PCNPA SPG Renewable Energy 
Confusing Guidance on Small Scale Solar installations 
 
Further to our letter of 26th October I am writing to make the following points on 
behalf of NAEG 
 
In commenting on the Draft SPG on Renewable Energy, NAEG pointed out errors 
that had been made in that it was stated by the Authority that planning permission was 
required for Part 40 Class A installations -  

 larger than 9sqm   
 in Conservation Areas on the principal or side elevation of the dwelling house 

or visible from a highway 
 
This was not just misinformation in the Draft SPG, the belief is widespread 
throughout the general public and even amongst professional people and developers 
working within the National Park here, that such installations require planning 
permission for which both the process and cost are likely to be deterrents to the wider 
use of such technologies. 
  
The SPG should make it absolutely clear, especially to the ordinary man or 
woman in the street, within the main body of the text of this Guidance, that solar 
panels (up to 100% roof coverage) are allowed to be installed on roofs of a 
dwelling or a building within the curtilage of the dwelling (even if they front a 
highway), including within Conservation Areas, without planning permission 
(conditional upon them not protruding more that200mm from the plane of the roof or the 
highest part of the solar equipment would be higher than the highest part of the roof, 
excluding chimneys).  
 

Our principal complaint to you is that this is not at all clear    
 
NAEG acknowledges that corrections have been made by you to Table 11.1 page 46 
“Planning Permission Requirements” (Table 10 page 48 in the draft) but NAEG 
argues that this table is not clear in the way it is set out, is confusing in tangling in 
“stand alone” panels and without explanation as to what these are, and is not the right 
place for this important information to be presented. 



We have already pointed out that far from making this clear, paragraph 2.1 is 
misleading as the 9sq m limitation referred to could be read to apply to roof mounted 
panels 

Paragraph 2.3 refers to “freestanding” Solar PV whereas elsewhere e.g. in Table 11.1 
you refer to “stand –alone”    Neither of these terms is explained anywhere 

When you first mention “permitted development” and “stand-alone” panels at 2.5 you 
do not explain what these terms mean 

It is at 2.5 that you should have at least referred to Table 11.1 or better, set out the 
information given in table form at Table 11.1 within the body of the SPG 

It is also at 2.5 that you should have referenced the Town and Country Planning 
(General Permitted Development (Amendment) (Wales) Order 2009 itself which 
gives readers a clear account of permitted development, rather than the “Guide for 
Householders” where the interpretation is somewhat ambiguous. 

There is another misleading statement at 2.6 when you state “Stricter controls are 
likely to apply if the property….is within a Conservation Area”    As you have now 
admitted by altering Table 11.1, such “controls” extend only to installations “on the 
wall forming a principle or side elevation of the dwelling house and visible from the 
highway”    This should be made clear. 

Table 11.1 labelled Planning Permission Requirements” is referred to in paragraph 
11.3 as showing “Small-scale renewable technology installations which are classed 
as permitted development, and for which planning permission is not required” but the 
Table 11.1 is not shown until after the section on “Environmental Impact 
Assessment” 

What is shown immediately after paragraph 11.3 is Figure 11.1 which is wrongly 
labelled “Planning Process for Renewable Energy Installations” implying that this is 
for all installations and that you should always contact PCNPA, when the heading 
should clearly be qualified to state that this is for Medium and Large Scale 
Installations, only.  

You may argue that these are niggles, but NAEG holds that cumulatively they amount 
to very unclear “guidance”. 

Finally, NAEG thoroughly agrees with the comment on the SPG Draft given by CNP  
- that “production of guidance for small scale residential/community developers could 
help to streamline the SPG and make it more applicable to the needs of particular 
applicants”.   Whilst you rejected this during consultation, NAEG requests that you 
reconsider the possibility now and will be writing to the Chief Executive urging that 
this happens   

Kind Regards, Yours Sincerely,  

Sandra Bayes for Newport Area Environment Group 


